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THE CITY OF NEW YORK:

EDITORS' CORRESPONDENCE.
Niew You*, "Mat 2, Ib'j'i.

Huving spent most of the day in walking and
riding about the city, and that overgrown cuburb,
Brooklyn, I feel like having a little familiar chat
this evening with my old friends, the readers of
the Intelligencer.
The annual May-day "plague" has passed over

the city ratlier more lightly this year, I think, than
usual. Every body did not move, partly perhaps
because every body could not find houses to go into;
for, notwithstanding the vigorous growth of houses, new

blocks and new streets springing up in every direction
almost in a night, they do not keep pace with the growth
of population. Rents have advanced, and maDy, who
might otherwise have followed the old custom of moving,
have felt that they must hold on to the tenement they
occupied, or be left houseless. Another circumstance
mitigated a little the severity of the crisis, and that was

the fact that May-day came on the Sabbath, and the
moving was thus divided considerably between Saturday
and Monday, and the agony of a single day was not piled
so high. Still there has been enough of toil, and sweat,
and trouble, and anxiety, and hurry, and bustle, and dust,
and fretting, and bawling, and sprawling, and splashing,
and smashing, and broken furniture, and aching hearts,
to overwhelm and sink a city of moderate dimensious.
This abominable custom of May-day moving would cer¬

tainly be more honored in the breach than in the observ¬
ance. But it probably enables owners to keep rents at a

higher mark than they would otherwise obtain, and, as

they havtf the staff in their own bauds, there seems to be
no prospect of a speedy change.
Two new ferries have justcommenced running between

New York and Brooklyn : one from Wall street to Mon¬

tague street, in Brooklyn, being about half-way between
the Fulton ferry and the South ferry ; and the other from
Rosevelt street to Bridge street, being about half-way
between the Fulton ferry and Katherine ferry. Rosevelt
street leads from the ferry directly up to Chatham square,
and of course into the heart of the city, as it is but a

short distance from Chatham square to the Park and City
Hall. And the Wall street ierry, as every body knows
from the name, leads directly to the money heart of the

city. There has been quite a struggle for several years
to obtain the establishment of the Wall street ferry. The
money-king frowned at the idea of having his royal do¬
minions, his golden thoroughfare, invaded by ferry boats
and omnibus lines. But the revolutionary democracy of
the age was too powerful even for the money-king. The
ferry is established, three fine steamers are on the line,
and omnibuses rattle through Wall street, making bankers
and brokers dodge and run very much as they do poor
women and children in Broadway.

There are now six ferries between New York andBrook-
lyn, employing about twenty steamboats. What a con¬

trast compared with the old horse-boat times of fifty years
ago, when a single scow with a one-horse power trans¬

ported fifty people a day, and on extraordinary occasions
perhaps a hundred, between New York and Long Island.
Now some twenty powerful steamers, with large and ele¬
gant cabins, fitted up with cushioned seats and stained-
glass doors and windows, may count their passengers at

thirty or forty thousand a day, or fifteen to twenty thou¬
sand each way. The^ew boats and ferry houses of the
Wall street ferry are very commodiously arranged and
fitted up, and indeed in this respect the New i'ork and
Brooklyn ferries collectively are probably not surpassed
by any ferries in the world.
When one witnesses the daily crowds in Broadway and

fifty other thronged localities and channels of movement
in the city, he is prone to wonder where they can all come
from, and is ready to exclaim with the good old lady under
similar circumstances, " there must be a meeting some¬

where." But his wonder will somewhat subside if he will
count up the lines of ferries, steamboats, and railroads
which daily pour their rushing tides of human life into
the great metropolis. Let him look first at the short
steam ferries connected with the city, beginning on the
East river, and going round to the Hudson. First, there
is the ferry, below Ilurl-gate, to the fine village of Astoria.

the Williamsburg ferries, two lines well fitted up,
with not less than three boats each. Another is about to
be established at the north of Williamsburg, at Green
Point. Then comes Brooklyn, with her six distinct ferries;
then Statcn island, with two lines of boats; and Jersey
city ferry, the thoroughfare of the gie-* m*M of Souinern
travel; and Hoboken with its numerous boats plying to
three different points in New York. Then think of the
grest number of boats which run upon what may be called
the long ferries, to Flushing, New Rochelle, Fort Hamll. j
ton and Coney Island, Long Branch, Fort Lee, and many
other places. Then count up some half-dozen large and
elegant steamers daily running on Long Island 8ound, and
a still larger number of passenger boats on the Hudson,
to say nothing of the almost countless number of freight
boats. And he must not omit the ocean steamers, Atlan¬
tic and Southern, which now average about one a day.
And then the railroads, the Long Island, the New Haven
and Boston, the Harlem and Albsny, the Hudson River,
th» New York and Erie, the Patterson, and the great
Southern lines via Philadelphia. Lot him think of all
this, and he will not be surprised that fifty thousand
people are dally whirled into New York and daily whirled
out again, ne will no longer be at a loss to account for
the throngs and jams, the crowding and elbowing, which
be meets on every side, or for the blockade of Broadway
and other streets by straggling carts, omnibuses, car¬

riages, and other vehicles of all descriptions. Broadway
often gets choked, and a promiscuous jam of carriages
sometimes for a mile in extent is brought to a dead stand,
while all the cross streets are vainly endeavoring to charge
and break through the line. There seems to be no remedy
for this but to widen other streets and open new thorough¬
fares, and, what is most likely to be the case, a general
resort to railroads. The railroads already In operation
in the Sixth and Eighth avenues have demonstrat d their
practicability and utility for city purposes, and probably
the rails are destined to be laid in Broadway and other
principal thoroughfares. Indeed the strong opposition
which has been made to a railroad in Broadway probably
has not been so much against the road itself as against
the suppesed corruption of the City Council and their
gross disregard of the public interest.

The present growth of the city and suburbs, with the
accompanying increase of business of all kinds, is almost
bewildering; and it is expected to receive an impulse the
coming season more marked and stronger than ever be¬
fore. The Crystal Palace is prominent among the excit¬
ing causes of thia new impulse. The world is coming to
see us, and all Gotham is aroused and stirring its stumps.
All are brushing round and preparing for an nnusual time,
some to make money, and some to make a show. The
grand Hippodrome, which has just been opened on
the aristocratic Fifth avenue, will be one of the marked
features of the season. I took a 8ixth avenue car to-day
and went up to the Crystal Palace, and intended when I
sat down to say something about it in this letter, but I
find I have already covered my paper. There is time
enough yet, however, for by the present appearance of the
picturesque building it will take at least a month longer
to complete it. Many vessels are now bringing articles
from foreign countries for exhibition at the Great Fair.
One arrived yesterday with numerous articles sent by the
Emperor of Hayti, consisting of natural and artificial pro-ducts of the island. Several vessels have already brought
large contributions from Europe. The neighborhood for
half a mile round the Crystal Palace looks like anew city
just sprung up out of the ground, half b«Ut, covered with
dust and new paint. The numerous hotels, restaurants,
saloons, drinking shops, and shanties look as though any
attempt to enforce the Maine law there this season would
be a decided failure.

Clark Mills, Esq..A buffalo, elk, and two wild horses
arrived on the freight train at Pittsburg, on Friday night,
for the celebrated sculptor, Clark Mills, Esq. They are
intended to serve as models for a sculptural design.

THE METEOR OF SATURDAY NIGHT.

TOn THE NAYIONAL INTKLUGENrSK.
M' ^rs. Editobs : The writer of this was fortunate

enough *o catch a plhnpe >.f the gr.»nt meteor of Satur-
<by l.i-i t, though 1.«. not recover front the surprise
i r luc ! '. y the » alden ' '.i*» of 'H'ht around h?m till the
!A';te«f 1. foar y r¦:a when 08 looking up
the bright train was seen, but ni' stly concealed by a

building near which he was standing. Ti/lx, allowing
two minutes lost in fixing the position of the train an<l in
getting to a light to look at my watch, was at twenty
minutes past ten. The southern portion or beginning
of the train was all that could be observed particularly,
and that passed about 1° 8CK west of the star lienetnasch.
Struck with the brightness of the train and the curvature
it began almost immediately to assume, I continued to
watch its motions. It took an easterly course, inclining
to the north, but with unequal velocity, until in a few
minutes it formed the angle mentioned in this morning's
intelligencer, and then passed gradually into a more dif-
fused light in the region of the augle, the latter becoming
obliterated. This continued visible for about seventeen
minutes after the appearance of the meteor, or till
87 minutes past 10, during which time it had moved
over a space of about twenty-three degrees of arc in the
direction above named, or on a line a few degrees south
of a line drawn to the star Lyra.
The notice in this morning's Intelligencer states that

" there was na explosion nor any audible noise during its
flight." While watching the motion of the train my at¬
tention was arrested (lOh. 25min.) by a slight report,
which might be compared with the barely audible explo¬
sion of a distant rocket. There is no question as to the
occurrence of the sound, but whether it came from the
meteor or from some object in the streets may remain a

question, unless my observation should be confirmed by
others. The interval of five minutes between the appear¬
ance of the meteor and the sound would indicate a dis¬
tance of sixty-odd miles to the point where the explosion
took place, which is in accordance with the great heights
at which meteors are known generally to make their ap¬
pearance.

It is an interesting question whether the observed mo¬
tion of the luminous train was due to a rapid easterly
current in the extreme upper regions of the atmosphere,
or to the matter of which the train is composed falling
towards the earth, or to both causes combined. This
question need not remain a subject of speculation merely,
if corresponding observations of the motions of the lumi¬
nous matter could be procured from several stations at
distances of thirty, forty, or fifty miles, or more. The
real path described by it through the atmosphere would
then become a subject of actual calculation, and might
throw some light upon the nature of the luminous matter,
according as its motions were found to be more or leas
controlled by the currents of the rare upper atmosphere,
or by its own gravity. And, if controlled in a consider¬
able degree by the former, it would also give us informa¬
tion of the velocity and direction of the currents in a

region of the atmosphere inaccessible bynny other kuown
means. It is to be hoped, therefore, that some distant
observers may have availed themselves of this rare op-
portunity for a class of observations capable of yielding
results so instructive, and that in due time such observa¬
tions may be communicated to the Smithsonian Institution.
Washington, May 3, 1853. 0. 0. A.

THE COMET OF 1856.

Tie following interesting details re-pecting^the comet
which is expected to make its appearance about the year
IB.jO are given by M. IUui.net, an eminent French as¬

tronomer, anil member of the Academy of Sciences, in an

article recently published. The Boston Traveller trans-!
lates from the Courier des Etats Unis :

" This Comet is one of the grandest of which historians
muke mention. Its period of revolution is about three
hundred years. It was seen in the years 104, 392, 683,
*io' and ^1C time 'n 1556. Astronomers
agreed in predicting its return in 1848, but it failed to
appear.manque au rendezvous, according to the expres-
Sion ol M. Itabinet.and continues to shine still, unseen

by us. Already the observatories begin to be alarmed for
the fate of their beautiful wandering star. Sir John Ilcr-
schel himself had put a crape upon his telescope, when a

learned calculator of Mid llebourg, M. Bomine, re-assured
the astronomical world of the continued existence of tlie
venerable and magnificent comet.

.' Disquieted, as all other astronomers were, by the
non-arrival of the comet at the expected time, M. Bomrne,
aided by the preparatory labors of Mr. Hind, with a pa¬
tience truly Dutch, ha- revised all the calculations and
estimated all the actions of all the planets upon the comet
for three hundred years of revolution. The mult of this
patient labor gives the arrival of the comet in Augu«f,
1858, with an uncertainty of two years, more or less, so

I
t0 we may exP*«t the great comet

which wiw the cause of the abdication of the Emperor
Charles V, in 1556. 1

.

" i® known that, partaking of the general supersti¬
tion, which interpreted the appearance of a comet as the
foreruuner of some fatal event, Charles V. believed that
this comet addressed its menaces particularly to him as

holding the first rank among sovereigns. The great and
once wise but now wearied and shattered monarch had been
for some time the victim of cruel reverses. There were

^reat^ninar indications in the political if not in the phy¬
sical horizon oi a greater tU,pe8t to come. H.wi
left to cry in despair, . fortune abandons oia men ' The
appearance of the blazing star seemed to him an admoni¬
tion from heaven that he must cease to be a sovereign
if he would avoid a fatality from which one without au¬

thority might be spared. It is known that the Emperor
survived his abdication but a little more than two years.

Another comet, which passed near us in 1835, and
which has appeared twenty-five times since the year IS
before christian era, has been associated by the supersti-
tlous with many important events which have occurred
near the periods of its visitation.

.k

'

u
° ^i'lifc® the Conqueror landed in England at

the head of a numerous army about the time that the comet
appeared which now bears the name of Halley's comet
The circumstance was regarded by the English as a

prognostic of the victory of the Normans. It infused uni¬
versal terror into the minds of the people, and contribut-

° * towards the submission of the country after
ie battle ef Hastings, as it had served to discourage the

soldiers of Harold before the combat. The oomet is rep¬
resented upon the famous tapestry of Bayeux, executed
by Queen Matilda, the wife of the Conqaeror.» The same
comet, in 14 .6, threw terror among the Turks under the
command of Mahomet II, and into the ranks of the Chris¬
tians during the terrible battle of Belgrade, in which forty
thousand Mussulmans perished. The comet is described bv
historians of the time as ' immense, terrible, of enormous
ength, carrying in its train a tail which covered two ce-

, ?*n9.' (°2 and producing universal ter¬
ror. Judging from this portrait, comets have singularly
degenerated in our day. ft will be remembered, however

'
.

t*iere appeared a comet of great brilliancy,
which inspired some superstitious fears. Since that epoch
science has noted nearly eighty comets, which, with few
exceptions, were visible only by the aid of the telescope.
Kepler, when asked how many comets he thought there

in. heavens, answered, 'as many as there are
fish in the sea.'

" Thanks to the progress of astronomical science, these
singular stars are no longer objects of terror. The theo¬
ries of Newton, Halley, and their successors have com¬

pletely destroyed the imaginary empire of comets. As
respect* their physical nature, it was for a long time be¬
lieved that they were composed of a compact centre, sur¬
rounded by a luminous atmosphere. On this subject the
opinion oi M. llabinet, who must be regarded as good
authority on such questions, is as follows : ' Comets can¬
not exercise anv material influence upon our globe ; and
the earth, should it traverse a comet in its entire breadth.
would perceive it nc more than if it should cross a cloud
a hundred thousand millions of times lighter than our

atmosphere, and which could no more make its way
through our air than the slightest puff of an ordinary
bellows could make its way through an anvil.' It would
be difficult to find a comparison more re-assuring."

'* pre»trtt4 io the »n<lent Rafecopal
met it naymr. It r#fvr~.>nt« th« r*lnetf*l Irw-MrnU. inrln.linir the

hTwirnK ?! i"" Tv**" tbn "f lh* "onqnei-t of KoiflumJ.
tZ \ih'i\a lH Norn",n'1-!: 11 !* »«rT>"»xl to h«To Wn . Terutrt

w^jueror » wife, or br thr Kmpr»« MaUMa, dixifhter

Irrtni.iH" **rh »n ln«rilp-
*»¦.Way tt" The *r» all by the

A< ciDESTTOl»Borrs«OK Lirnro..The AugshurgGazette
has the following from Munich, dated the 10th: '. Pro¬
fessor Licnia was last night giving a lecture on chemistry
at the Palace, before Queen Maria, Queen Theresa, King
Louis, the younger branches of the royal family, and some
persons belonging to the Court, when a bottle of oxvgen
gas, being improperly handed to him by his assistant
who took it for another bottle, an explosion took place!
and the bottle Hew into a thousand pieoe*. Fortunatelv.
the explosion occurred in an inner room, the door of which
w*' open ; still some fragments of the glass passed through
the door and slightly wounded some members of the royal
party who were sitting in the front rank. Queen Theresa
was cut in the cheek, and the blood flowed in abundance:
Prince Lnitpold was slightly wounded in the forehead.
Countess Luxburg in the chin, and Countess Sahdizell in
the head None of these wounds will be of any conse¬

quence. The Prot>ssor was also slightly injured having
escaped with hi« life hy a sort of miracle."

A correspondent of the Richmond Enquirer says that
1 e cholera is prevailing in Clarksville, Mecklenburg, and
on some of the plantations on the Roanoke river.

WASHINGTON.
Liberty and Union, now and forever, oue and

able."

THURSDAY, MAP 5, 1*53.

Since we have, in duty to our readers, deemed it
right to copy lately several articles from sources

friendly to the President, calculated to inspire some

distrust of the pacific intentions of the new Admin¬
istration, we consider it due to it to copy from the
Union of yesterday portions of an article contain-
ing a satisfactory disavowal of the belligerent views
imputed to the Administration by the writers re¬

ferred to. We think it due to the Union, too, to

give it the benefit of its very just remarks, in'ac¬
counting for misapprehensions into which the pub¬
lic is prone to be led on the accession of a new

Administration.
raoM THE UNION.

That the journals of this country should occasionally
run mto extravagances of folly and error in u^uwi^
the policy of Government is the inevitable result of their
license in political speculation, and of their anxiety to
stimulate the palled appetite of the public by exaggerated
stories of exciting interest. At a period like the present,
when the policy of a new Administration is still unde¬
veloped, the least significant of its acts is severely ecruti-
nized, its hidden purposes boldly explored, and the most
rash and ridiculous conclusions drawn from inadequate
or fictitious premises. Rumors originate in we know not
what authority ; impressions are made by we know not
what influence ; nud the public mind is lashed by unseen

hands into a feverish condition *f excitement and anxiety.
The frank and manly avowal of purposes and policy which
the President made in his inaugural address to the nation
has partially failed to produce its legitimate effect upon
the popular mind, in consequence only of the rash specu¬
lations and extravagant stories of a portion of the public
press. In his inaugural address President Pierce gave
the country every assurance of a permanent peace, jn in¬
dicating a foreign policy based upon the highest principles
of national honor and public faith. The almost universal
applause of the country indicated its satisfaction. Nothinr
in the conduct of the Administration conflicts with the de¬
clared policy, of the President. Nothing has occurred to
isturb that feeling of security and satisfaction which

pervaded the nation. But it seems that an anxiety in
respect to the foreign relations of the country is felt in
certain quarters. A correspondent of the Baltimore Sun
discourses in the following strain.

[The Union here inserts the letter of Ion, which
we copied yesterday, and proceeds :]
By such wild speculation as this is the public mind

kept m a fever of excitement and anxiety. It would be
as vain as it is unnecessary to attempt to allay an appre¬
hension so utterly unwarrantable as that to which the
correspondent of the Sun refers.
We take all this in good faith ; and although, as

the Lnion says, "the policy of the new Adminis-:
tration is still undeveloped/' we will not doubt that
its aims are those of peace. The President is a i
reader, and may have been impressed with the truth
of that fine lesson for Potentates and Presidents.
" Peace greatness best becomes. Calm pow'r doth guide
With a far more imperious stateliness
Than all the swords of violence can do ;
And easier gains those ends she tends unto."

. T£S ^VLig- °f W,ihnin?tnn> Delaware, gallantly
carried that city nt the municipal election on Tue«- i
day last. John A. Alderdick, Whig, was elected
Mayor by a majority of one hundred and fifty votes:
the Whig candidates for Aldermen and Treasured I
were elected by handsome majorities |jiUd a majority
of the city Councilmen are also Whig. i

The Delaware Constitutional Convention has fin¬
ished up its business and adjourned. A speeial
election is to be held on the second Tuesday in Oc-

amuXXt' t0 * W rejeCt the Constitution as I

The Legislature of IlnoDE Island met at New-'
port on Tuesday, for the organization of the Gov-
ernment aud the election of State officers for the
ensuing political year. All branches of the Go-1
veniment will be Democratic. An election of Sen-
ator in the Congress of the United States is to be

£** for a Convention to make a I
new Constitution is one of the projects of " reform"
determined on by the now dominaut partv.
The Union states that the rumor that the Presi-1

dent will, m the course of a few days, pay a visit

°j uW ^"P^irc," bas no foundation in truth .

and that it is authorized to announce that he does !
not eipect to leave Washington during the approach-
ing summer.

b I

A Washington letter in the New York Courier
says:
"The Attorney General has recently had before him a

question of s:ro« importance to the navy. Commodores
Morris, Shubrick, and Skinner, and Commander Dupont,
were constituted a board or commission to revise the
rules and regulations of the navy. They reported a code
containing «orae new thing., and dispensing witn some
others not new, which excited complaint on the part of
maay officer*. It j« stated that thia code was signed by
the President and Secretary of the Navy, in the last
hours of the.late Administration, without being maturely
considered, and was promulgated to some of the squad.
rons in service on the Slat March. The new SecrcUry of
the Navy suspended »U operation, and referred the ques¬
tion of its legality to the Attorney General. That func
tionary has gifen an opinion against it, and the new code
will therefore be suppress. The rules and regulation.
will remain as before."

A NEW ROAD.
We are glad to learn that the efforts of A. B. Davis,

Esq., President of the Union Plank or Turnpike Road
Company, (whoscroad is to extend from the terminus of
the 7th str»>et plank road to the flourishing neighborhood
of Brookville, Montgomery county, Maryland,) has been
met with n promptitude and liberality worthy of the me¬

tropolis of the nation. If his efforts to-day and to-mor-
row meet with any thing like the success of yesterday
and the day before, the whole amount of stock needed
will be subscribed, and the work put immediately under
contract and pushed forward to early completion.
The Hon. R. H. Stamtoji, in a note correcting a state¬

ment of a New York paper, says that he is a candidate
for re-election to Congress, and more anxious to serve the
people of Kentucky as their Representative than to ©ccu-

py any place that the President can give him.

Amongst the recent arrivals at Willard's Hotel are the
following: Major General Wool, U. S. A.; Colonel J. P.
Tatlou, U. 8. A.; Colonel DkRitisbt, U. 8. A.; Colonel
Mat, U. S. A.; Orikr Talmaoof., U. 8. A.; Governor
William Bioi.fi, Pennsylvania; Dupley M ak.n, Esq., from
Paris; Joseph R. Crohkev, United 8tat«s Consul to

Southampton.
North Missouri A*n Iros MotHTAHi Rulroaos..

The citizens of St. Lonis county voted almost unanimous¬
ly on the 26th ultimo In favor of a subscription of
$900,000 to the North Missouri and Iron Mountain Hail-
road", $'>00,000 of which is to be appropriate ! to the
construction of the former, and the remaining $100,000
to the construction of the latter road. Two propositions
were submitted to the people as to the manner ;n whicii
the subscription should be raised, vi*. by the issue of
county bonds, payable at a remote day, or by an as«e .«-

ment of thirty per cent, of the proposed l<>jn each year
upon flip taxable jiroj.erty within the r,,unty. V C"n

ni.lrrable majority voted in favor of the method of pay¬
ment by bonds.

TO TUB EDITORS.

Tledelical. mere. »i^~h.e
tu,d.. illbjeeM pendill( kefore^ ^
d«T. rf" r U,e*ulJ"!' and .,.m.

.. rel-reoce u, th, 0, Uw, .^ CurJ1.iii
au.liort.ing Hie impruoumm of colored «e«n.eo, item.
10 o« iiiw a iiagrani departure frolo ,cou,lo,.eJ1rz'Jzz^:1^:«;r°Mr *.-

r *i iv
argue the question which is

in the 1> strict Com.# w i

4

""«ci louH. Nor doen your argument
seem to possess its usiml .

8 1

&1 cle»rness and strength. There
appear, to .e a great f..«y in

. '

grow are otuen, 0, ,|,e UlUteJ and entitled to ill.

est£ T::rr:r rwh
pan bv for t « V' """"" be- Th" «».«'»» I .ball
pan by for toe pre«ent, and aunme tbat they .e not

Ltrtn',7 °
.

""^8cannot be, in a

ZTlZ^rfT "* B"u- TL» United Stole,

rf'10 and, whatever

ur^is^rjsr,'Tfc ,o free -1

ZTlut t. may refu*e t0 ^ade with them, and

m*L ^ ,KtS forts a8a'nst them. The United States
might do this, but South Carolina cannot. She is net in

SZa !Zat 8eQW- If thC Em^ ofM^o or
the king of .Madagascar sheuld send a ship into the port

Charleston, or it should be driven there by stress of
eather, oould the authorities have any greater right to

imprison the black captain or mariners than they would

r t0 the White subjects of Queen Victo¬
ria in the like circumstances, and more especially if the
n ted States had a treaty of amity and commerce

with those kingdoms ? And suppose the United States
should recognise the independence of Liberia and form
such treaty with her, or without such treaty, and one of
ier vessels, manned by her own citizens, should visit
.larleston, would not the supercargo or captain have the

same right, under the Constitution of the United States,
to transact all business there as any white subject of Oueen
\ ictona, or of the Emperor Nicholas, or of Napoleon III ?
\aom the United States choose to admit, South Carolina
car.not exclude or rightfully molest. E

It is never unpleasant to receive fair comments
even if unfavorable, upon any views we may ex¬

press; and, if the matter be of sufficient interest
we seldom refuse our readers the benefit of the ex-
cellent caution, audi alteram partem. With this
\i< w we insert above the criticisms of a correspond¬
ent upon some brief words of ours a few days ago

regarding a case just then about to be decided in
the District Court at Charleston, in reference to the
imprisonment of foreign colored seamen under a

statute of South Carolina.
cannot> however, submit the remarks of

" E. without excepting to his accusation of a " de¬
parture from our accustomed propriety " by an ar¬

gument upou a question at issue before the proper
tribunal. We did not propose then, nor do we now,
to discuss this question, though we have sufficient
materials at hand to enable us to do so. We sim¬
ply expressed our opinion upon a point of inter¬
national and constitutional law, upon which nearly
every journal in the Union has had occasion to

speak during the long time it has Veen controverted,
or at least not decisively settled. The facts in the
seven. 1 cases which have occurred from an infringe¬
ment of the State law, as in this last case, have been
agreed upon. The principles involved are well
known; the legal authorities and judicial pres¬
ents bearing upon the question have often been

cited, and certainly arc familiar to all engaged in
the trial, and even to those who may have lent but
a general attention to the controversy. Wc do not
perceive, therefore, that our remarks violated any
propriety.

J

We cannot see, either, that the suggestions of
E. affect the force of what we said, as his suppo¬

sition C«« would be no Stronger than that lately
before the federal Court at Charleston, and would
not, m our opinion, have the cffect to divest any
State of the right of self-defence and preservation
which was distinctly the ground upon which we

upheld the law of .South Carolina, while wc admit¬
ted its stringency and questionable expediency.
We may mention that our views in regard to the

legality of the enactment have becu sustained by
the United States Court at Charleston, and that the
case is to be carried up to the Supreme Court The
question involved, the high character of the counsel
engaged, as well as the eminence of the parties who
are practically interested in the result, will combine
to render the case one of unusual interest and
importance.

t

The " Union'' states that the Board of Commis¬
sioners having in charge the subject of the Military
Asylum, which is composed of Major General

|Sooir General Jesit, General Wool, General

II \ ,T?l?rnmS\ Surgeon General Law-
son, and Adjutant General Cooper, arc to meet in
this city to-day, to take into consideration matters
Irelat.ngto the Asylums already established, and
probably the location of a third in some one of tho
V\ estern States. Generals Wool and Twiggs ar¬
rived on Tuesday, and General Scott was expec ted
last evening.

'

A Tes Tiiovsasd Dollar Pkize..Among the items of
news from California is tbe announcement of the fact that
Mr. Hkkry Fitch, of San Francisoo, had offered a priieof
ten thou«and dollars for the best treatise on the Pacific
and Atlantic Railway. The work is to be written in sim¬
ple and lucid style, and to embrace the most thorough and
exact treatment of the following topics:

1. The Oreat Atlantic and Pacific Railway, an I it* im¬
mediate and prospective benefits to the whole American
i'nion, including impartial comparisons of the routes al¬
ready proposed, the means and plans upon which iuv) are
propose! to be constructed, together with an exact "Mi¬
niate of its probable cost, aad a recommendation of Hie
most feasible and easy way to insure its completion within
the shortest possible time ; the exposition of its benefits
to the Union, socially, politically, and financially, to be
exhaustive of this part of the subject

2. The Future Tradt ofthe Pacific and Fait Indie..[' n-

der this head a list of very comprehensive requirement
are given, extending to all the islands and po'sessions,
resources, population, whale fishery, seal trade, Ac.]

3. Wealth c/ Caltfornxa..[Particular directions ore
also given on this head.]

Manuscript of tbe work to be forwarded prior to No¬
vember 1st, 1858, to 9. P. Andrews, New York city. Merits
of the presented works and choice to be determined by a

committee, who will meet at Washington on the 15th of
November next.
The whole premium to be awarded for a complete work

on the throe topics named, treated under distinct and
separate heads. For the fir«t alone *">,00°; for the se-
oond and third, $2,500 each. All communications rela¬
tive to the subicct to be directed to R. K. Brown, editor
San Francisco Evening Journal, in whose hands a bond
for twice the amount of the premium has been placed.
The authors of the day are invite<( to compete, without

distinction of nationality.
Shkrp. There have just landed from the steamship

fluriiboldt one hundred and eleven sheep, of the improved
Merino stock, remarkable for their large she and weight
of fleece. They were imported by Solomon W. Jew tt, of
Middlebury, (Vt.) who purchased them in the interior of
i- raact..N, Y. Journal of Ccmmeic*. '

PRESENTATION OP SWISS BLOCK OF GRANITE.

The ceremony of the presentation of a beautiful block
of granite from the Swiss Alp*, north of Lake Geneva,
which took place on Tuesday, the 6»h ultimo, wat in a

high degree imposiugaad interesting. Our Swiss fellow-
citi>.t ns H')w ia Wu>hingtou a^eiuided to honor the occa¬
sion rni'l accompanied the block, wh:< b wu» drawn on a
u-uok by six liorses, «.<corled by the tine company of Yagers,
with a baud of iu't<ic, commanded by Capt. Schwarsman,
to the City Hull. An appropriate address was delivered
from the portico of the western wing of thj City llall by
Mr. L'Ulilier in behalf of the Swias Confederation, by
which it was presented to the Board of Managers, to be
placed in the maguitioeut structure now being erected
here in honor of the Father of his Country; and this was
respouded to very eloquently by Walter Lenox, Esq. on
the part of the Board, whose members had assembled to
receive it, and did so with feelings of deep interest.
These addresses are given below.

This wus the first testimonial of respect and veneration
to the noble aud exalted character of Washington which
had been received from a foreign country, and it was pe¬
culiarly grutifyiug to know that it was the voluntary
offering of the ouly free Confederacy in Europe at the
shrine of Americuu patriotism and virtue. Coming as it
does from the glorious country of the patriot Tell, the
ancient Helvetia, aud from the granite rocks of the mag-
nificent Alps, it may easily be imagined that it produced
when presented a feeling of enthusiasm which could
scarcely be suppressed. Future generations will expe¬
rience this enthusiasm when they contemplate these
beautiful memorials of respect and admiration from dis¬
tant lands to the imperishable memory of the illustrious
founder of American liberty.

After the interesting ceremonies of presentation were
concluded, the block was conveyed to the Monument
gTounds, escorted by the Swiss committee, the Yagers,
and members of the Board of Managers.
The block is a beautiful and uuique specimen of Alpine

granite, about four feet square, highly polished, and has
the following simple and appropriate inscription in raised
characters, gilded: "To the MttuoRYor Washington,
from the Swiss Confederation, 1852."

Address of Mr. JIuilier.
Gentlemen : The Government of the Swiss Republic

having learned that the citizens of the United States were
erecting a monument tv the memory of the Father of
thi3 Country, the illustrious Washington, have thoughtthat no better opportunity could be found to show the
high respect and admiration they entertain for a hero as
distinguished by his genius as a general and a statesman
ns by the integrity of bis life and the purity of his
character.
The Government of Switzerland beg you, gentlemen, to

receive this block of granite, to be placed in the monu¬
ment baing now erected to the memory of Washington,
the man of all men whoso lives are recorded in the annals
of history the most deserving our homage and respect,
the only general and statesman who was never accused
by friends or enemies of a selfish ambition or of pro¬
moting his personal interest. Others have been sincerely
devoted to the cause of their country, and may in a lower
sphere have exhibited as great virtues, but none having
in their hands so much power have neglected or forgotten
to use it to promote their personal interest. The life of
Washington may serve as a model as well to the statesmnn
in whose hands are deposited the honor and the welfare
of a natiou, and upon whom aru conferred the highest
worldly dignities, as to the citizen living in an humble
sphere. May the private aud public citizens of this im¬
mense rci>ublic follow forever his footsteps ! Their coun¬
try stands already in many respects 011 nn even footing
with the greatest of the European nations, and in many
is superior; may it become the greatest and the most
flourishing, and give to all the nations of the earth the
example of all the virtues, of love for human and divine
law, as did the one to whose memory they are now erect¬
ing a monument!

Rrpty of Mr. Lenox.
Sin : In behalf of the Washington ^Monument Society

permit me to respond to the interesting address with
which you have accompanied the delivery of this noble
gift. It has been the pleasing duty of our 8ociety to re¬
ceive from the sovereign States of this Union, from mu¬

nicipal bodies and other associations of our country,
memorials of a similar character, and they now form
cherished portions of yon ascending pile. In the presen¬
tation of these numerous tokens, and in the erection of
the monument itself by the American people, we recog¬
nise an expression of public pride, the performance of a
sacred duty, the acknowledgment of a nation's gratitude
to the chief founder of those institutions which have
secured to it the blessings of liberty, civil and religious.
This motive of action belongs to noble sentiments and is
worthy of a magnanimous people; but that, sir, which
prompts the offering of to-day is even more disinterested
in its character, and therefore the more honorable to the
memory of our Washington. We know that It is not the
fulfilment of the obligations of national gratitude, that It
is not the offspring of public vanity or servility, that it does
not spring from an admiration of the achievements of ge¬
nius, reckloss of the evils which it inflicts; but we feel that
it is a just acknowledgment by a disinterested tribunal of
the vaine of those great services which have endeared to
us tlie iinmv of Waehtagtoo the " Fsther of our Coun¬
try;" that it is a tribute to an excellence or moral worth
wnich almost realizes our highest conceptions of human
greatness ; we feel that it is akin to the willing homage
paid to some great conception of the hnman mind, which,
overleaping the limits of language and place, becomes the
inheritance, the honor, and the blessing of all mankind.

But there are other sympathies and associations which
deeply enhance the interest of this occasion. We cannot
repress the animating thought that this testimonial is
the gift of a sister Republic, whose struggles in freedom's
cause have been signalized by such heroic deeds that the
truth of history seems almost blended with the romanoe
of fiction.
We cannot forget that ere the footprints of civilization

marked the shores of our own land, and the exiled sons
of liberty had reared its altera here, SwiUerland was the
battle-ground and the sanctuary of freedom ; and that its
free Confederacy, springing into life in congenial spirit
with its mountain solitudes and secluded valleys, has,
amidst the corruptions and devastations of modern times,
ever struggled to maintain itself, with a spirit as defiant
and immovable as the mountains from which this testi¬
monial has been taken; and, above all, that, enlarged
in its limits by voluntary association induced by mutual
interests and sympathies, it now presents the purest
model of republican governraant in the Old World.

I feel, sir, that in the presence of such considerations
and sympathies, I do not exaggerate the interest of this
occasion in declaring that it is one of patriotic pride to
the people of both countries and of moral grandeur before
the world.
We shall place this stone side by side with those from

our own countrymen, and as each citizen of the Repnblic,
from the rock of Plymouth to the shores of the Pacific,
shall visit this monument of national gratitude, he will
first ask, with exulting pride and grateful heart, to look
upon this consecrated token of the involuntary homage of
a people far distant, but of kindred sympathies ; and let
me a«sure yon that fVotn the heart of the entire American
people will rise up the aspiration that this pure ofl'ering
and simple ceremany may become a covenant of mutual
respect, good faith, and friendly feeling, »tronger and
more lasting than the artificial bonds which the exigen¬
cies and Interests of the hour may create. To you, sir,
for the deep Interest you have evinced, and to our friends
who have honored themselves and their native land by
their presence on this occasion, the Society offers its most
grateful acknowledgments.

Fiomt)* Ihdia**..The Florida Mirror of the 22d
ultimo says : " We came through in the staiie with Col.
WnscK, <»f the U. 8. Army, coramsndcr of I'ort Myer.
He say* the delegation which went on to Washington left
most of their presents at Fort Myer on their retnrn, and
have sine* declined receiving them, bs they have failed
to comply with their promisee of emigration. He says
also, by a careful estimate made by John Jumper, one of
the Western delegation, that there are only 2cG Indians
remaining in Florida, and on'y eigbty-six of these men
and boys able to bear arms. We understand that it is
the determination of the General Or vernment to have the
country surveyed into townships, which will facilitate the
search for the Indians whenever the attempt is made to
hunt out. We incline to the opinion that if the people on
the frontier can be patient, we who are less exposed might
wait to take counsel on the beet time and method for the
removal.

" Gen. Cmilds, commanding at Tampa, informed the
citiicns at the court-hou^c that the Indians were again
Coming in at Fort Myer. and though unwilling to emigrate
professed a desire to remain at peace. Assirwah. a «ub-
chief, was in at the post and said Billy bowlegs had not
been deposed."

Charles Lee has recovered a verdict in the Cirrnit
Coart at Morriaville, Madison county, (N. Y.) of $4.<W
against the Rochester and Syracuse Kailroiui Company
for personal injuries caused by an accident on the rail¬
road in October last. It is said that the oompacy offered
to «ettle the claim before trial by the payment of six thou¬
sand dollars, but the plaintiff refused to accept that
amount.

INEQUALITY OP FORTUNES.

^om# modern philosophic theorist* propose to re¬
medy the inequality of fortunes which exists by a
new organization of society; but we think that it
would be just as practicable to establish a perfect uni¬
formity of mind. Iudeed, the latter would seem to be
e-isttial to the former; for so long as one man has an
intellectual superiority over another so long will inequa¬
lity of fortune exist. In this country man is free to pur¬
sue the promptings of his own mind, and to garner up the
products of his own industry. We have no laws of pri¬
mogeniture to continue estates in families from genera¬tion to generation, and henne the rich of to-day may be
the poor of to-morrow. Indeed, it is something uncom¬
mon to see large estates remain in the same families for
more than one generation.
But it is objected that some men accumulate largo for¬

tunes whilst others have to depend upon their daily labor
for support; and this is complained of as a grievance
which should be remedied by a new organization of soci¬
ety. Suppose that $n equal distribution were made, how
could it be continued? The industrious and prudent
would soon outstrip the indolent and extravagant, and
the existing inequality would be restored in the course of
a short time. Is it desired to cramp industry and en¬

courage idleness ? If not, there will be no attempt made
to disturb the present relations of society. Most of our

wealthy men have arisen from poverty by the use of in¬
dustry, prudence, and economy ; and such is the reward
held out to every oue who chooses to use the proper
means. But because some neglect those meaus and spend
as fast as they earn, must an agrarian law be adopted, or

society be overturned ? The idea is ridiculous. Inequa¬
lity has existed from the creation of the world, and will
continue to exist let visionary theorists plan as they may;
and it is right that it should be so, as it stimulates to ex¬

ertion, both mentally and physically. It is said that man
shall earn his bread Ly the sweat of his brow.literally,
that he shall use the powers which God has given him to
improve his coudition. And shall he be told that, after
having thus exerted himself and obtained n competency,
he shall not enjoy the fruits of his own industry, but
must distribute his means to the idle and dissolute that
they may Le his equal in fortune? Such dootrine will
not answer in this or any other civilized country. If we
would hare a perfect equality, we must destroy all motive
to be industrious, virtuous, and persevering, and substi¬
tute the iron money of Lycurgus for the gold, silver, and
bank-paper which we now have. We must cut ourselves
off from intercourse with foreign nations, and descend
below the scale of enlightened humanity.
We boldly assert that it is not in the power of any man

to devise tuch an organization of society as will establish
equality of fortune. Farms may be voted to every man in
the nation, and they may le stocked at the cost of the public
treasury, but equality or fortune cannot bb establish¬
ed. The promise to bring about such a state of things
may serve to amuse those who seek to get rich on the
spoils of other men's labor, but their hopes can never be
realized, as the most humble youth, however poor lit' may
start in life, looks forward to a period when he may re¬

pose from his labors in the enjoyment of ease and com¬
fort. Without this stimulus to exertion he would he a

poor creature.a cumberer of the ground instead <of a

useful citizeu..Baltimore Clipper.
COINAGE FOR APRIL.

The Report of the Treasurer of the Mint at Fhi'.ad el-
phia shows the amount of coinage for the month of Ap ril
to have been as follows:
Gold-212,500 Double Eagles . . .$4,251,800 1)0

23,700 Eagles 237,000 CO
42,480 Half Eagles .... 212,430 00
57,490 Quarter Eagles . . . 143,745 00

460,045 Gold Dollars .... 460,045 00
Silver.39,000 Dollars 39,000 00

1,210,020 Quarter Dollars . . . 302,506 00
560,010 Dimes 56,001 00'
430,021 Half Dimes .... 21,501 00

Copi'kr.214,614 Cents 2,146 14;
73,080 Half Cents 365 40

8,323,000 pieces ...... $5,726,598 54

TREASURY NOTES OUTSTANDING, May 2, 1853.
Amount outstanding of the several issues

prior to 22d July, 1846, as per records of
thisoffice $104,711 64

Amount outstanding of the issue of 22d
July, 1846, as per ditto - - - 8,000 00

Amount outstanding of the issne of 28th
Jauunry, 1847, as per ditto ... 2,500 00

$116,161 64
Deduct cancelled notes in th« hands of

accounting officers, all under acts prior to
22d July, 1846 150 00

$116,011 64
Treasury Department,

Register's Orrici, May 2, 18-32.
F. DIGGER, Register.

Senator Pearce, of Maryland, it is stated, has accept¬
ed the invitation to deliver the address at the Ohio State
Fair, at Dayton, in September next.

The "Pa.v-Hakule" or Vmonm..A Wheeling corre¬

spondent of the Richmond Times states that the news,

paper accounts relative to the " deep indignation" felt by
the people of the " Pan-IIandle" at the rejection by the
Virginia Legislature of the right of way for the Pittsburg
and Steubenville Railroad are grossly inaccurate. The
Pan-Handle consists of Hancock, Brooke, Ohio, and Mar¬
shall counties, bounded on the east by Pennsylvania and
on the west by the Ohio river. The population of these
counties is a little over 40,000, more than three-fourths of
which is in Ohio and Marshall, and fully half of it in Ohio
county. Ohio and Marshall, the writer says, may be re-

garded as nearly unanimously opposed to the * right of
wayand, although the majority in Brooke and Han¬
cock favor it, there is only a small minority who really
feel much interest in the question, or who are '. deeply
iudignant" at the refusal.

The United States Circuit Court for Ohio, now in ses¬

sion at Columbus, is engaged in trying the great
collision ease that results from the claim for damages by
the owners of the steamboat Atlantic, for her loss last
August on Lake Erie, by being run down by the propeller
Ogdensburgb. The Martha Washington case is to b«
taken up as soon as this one is disposed of.

Dreadful Steamboat Disaster..The steamer Ocean
Winn was destroyed by fire at 2 o'clock cn Saturday
morning, fifty miles above Kingston, on Lake Ontario,
while on her passage to Ogdensburg. Out of fifty pas¬
sengers and the crew only twenty-two were saved. When
the fire was discovered the boat was one and a half mile
from the shore. Her upper deck was consumed in fifteen
minutes, and her hull drifted off to the shore and sunk in
two hours. Those saved were picked up by vessels pass¬
ing at the time. The boat was owned by the Northern
Railroad Company at Ogdensburg.
The Fort Smith Herald states that a Grand Indian

Council of all the Indian tribes is to be held on the south
side of the Canadian, in the neighborhood of the Red Hills,
about the middle of May.

The Ericsson.The New York Tribune says :
.. This ship is now lying at her dock in Williamc-

burgh, just above the Grand street Ferry. Important al¬
terations are going on in her machinery at Ho*# A Dela-
mater's foundry, which the owners arc confident will
considerably increase her speed. She is to be ready to
xail for London, on ber first passeneer trip, soon after the
first of July, at which time the improvements now going
on will be completed, and she will be in order through¬
out. Oapt. Eriocson and some of the principal owners
will go out in her to Europe. She can accommodate
about two hundred passengers. The ship is now open to
publio inspection."

Poppy On..l»r. J. V. C. Smith, of Boston, says that
immense crops of poppies arc raised in Switcerland, not
for the opium, but for the oil extracted from their seed*.
This oil -is beautifully transparent, extensively used in oil
painting, colorless as water, and, when mixed with white
lead, leaves a beautiful surface that sever becomes yel¬
low. Now that linseed oil is rising in price, and a* much
of oar soil is unfit for the cultivation of flax, he advises
the attempt at cultivating the poppy here, which does
very well even on poor sandy soil. Hs says, too, that
the oil is quite palatable for salads.

/


